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^ orf E l^ ye f 1 ten \f, t !; ou f nds of ducks and S©ese fall victim to 
s^nt shoo, ~ ioss bhat borders on wanton waste. It Is a consequence 
Ox hunting, and we can do something about It. 

11T , „ n lV fu er £°S , J: get dead poisoning o by swalling lead shot that they pick 
p on the bottoms 01 lakes and marshes. The average hunter fires 9 
shoos 1 or every duck he bags. A 12-gauge shell contains about 280 pel. 
^ets of o^numoer 6 shot. Accordingly, as many as 1,400 pellets may be 
de^osiuea on waterfowl hunting grounds for every duck killed. 

fp^Tnf CaUSe I ?° St bl J nas ° n an y i>odj of water are on the best waterfowl 
£u 6 ;--' 8 / jr0UndSj f holJ P ellets fal1 in greatest numbers In the very -places 
p't® attracted to feed. Shooting tends to keep waterfowl 

MQen 1 nunter ® a * e ln the but when hunting is over, 

these feeding grounds can be death traps. 
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_ , pe ml? ts resemble the seeds of numerous plants, especially the 

ponuweeas. This seems to explain why birds Ingest them ancf why thl 
bix-’cs that feed most actively on the bottom pick un the most sho^ 

trie f ?-~ 1 and ea f 1 y winter, young ducks eat more than adults do 

?hrv ??kf^:f J - m ° r \ lead * , Drakes consume more food than hens, and 
r,ae 3 r > likewise, ingest more lead. 

. i ea -d snot is retameo. m the gizzard for varying periods The 
snnalnp: action of the gizzard on the shot and dissolution by digestive 
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juices reduce ics size. As lead is epcded fporn. the 
soluble lead salts pass into the digestive tract 
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ace of the pellet 
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om is a lessening of food Intake, as the gizzard Is -partly paralyzed 
- n raost waterfowl, the malfunction of the gizzard leads" to sfcarva- 

XO ?u th ® ir X? peUte and eat little, or the ingested food Is 
nob uxgestea. The glandular stomachs of birds that continue to take * n ' 


indular- stomac 


food become greatly distended and impacted. Fowl that have starved to 
death because of lead poisoning weigh about half of norma]. T n A 

A®7-h the bl f dS eithe f die or be gin to recover. Occasionally, waterfowl 
x.ige ot oach. large numbers of shot pellets that a highly acute form of 
J® ac ‘ poisoning occurs j blood, kidney, and liver tissues are severely 
carnage a, ana biras die in 1 to 2 weeks. 
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